
PNWJETAA  

Mont hly Mee t ing Minut es 
April 2020 

 
April 2, 2020  |   18:30  |   Google  HangOut s 

ROLE CALL: Lynn Miyauchi  |   Zung Do  |   Cheryl Hou  |   Adam Ledyard  |   Michelle  Kato  |    
Sam Corpuz  |   Jessica Record  |   Je remy Odden  |   Janice  
Laureano  |   Dawn Wyruchowski  |   Denise  Sawyer  |   Devyn Couch  

SPECIAL GUESTS: Maggie Thorpe | Yoko Yanagimoto 
 
Call t o Order (Sam): 18:37 
 
COVID-19 Check-in 

A. Support ing each other and our partners, families, roommates through this challenge 
B. New hobbies/ways of coping 

a. Ferment ing t hings! 
b. Cooking 
c. Making masks 
d. Volunt eering  
e . Playing video games and board games 

 
Meet ing Minutes Review 

A. Approved: Denise  
B. Seconded: Je remy, Michelle , Lynn (digit ally) 

 
Treasurer’s Report  (Je remy) 

A. Previous balance  
a. Checking: $9278.24 
b. Savings: $947.42 
c. Admin: $0 

B. Current  balance 
a. Checking: $8777.93 (-500.31) 
b. Savings: $947.48 (+0.06) 
c. Admin: $0 
d. Pet ty Cash: $577.75 

C. Breakdown: 
a. Checking 

i. Check 1328 for Transit ions (-$289.34) - cleared 3/10/20 



ii. JASSW Holiday Dinner Invoice  (-$925.00) - Zack paid 3/11/20 
iii. March int e rest  ($0.30) - received 3/21/20 
iv. CLAIR Deposit  (713.73) - received 3/25/20 
v. Tot al f or March: -500.31 

b. Savings 
i. March int e rest  ($0.06) - received 3/28/20 

ii. Tot al f or March: +0.06 
D. Owing: 

a. Adam owing for JET Ski — he  can t ake  it  out  himself and will not e  the  
t ransact ion number t o add t o next  meet ing minut es. Je remy reminded him. 

E. Treasurer handover: Je remy needs t o ge t  his info at t ached t o the  bank account  at  
BECU, but  two-factor authent icat ion/online  account  handling has been t aken over. 

a. Zack and Jeremy to meet  up in person when possible , exchange  checkbook, e t c 
b. (St ay-at -home order in place  unt il May) 

i. Sam and Adam will also need t o meet  in person 
ii. Will work on handing over account  access remote ly  

 
Upcoming Event s  
* denotes inclusion in upcoming newslet ter 

A. By-laws— THIS ISN’T EVEN MY FINAL FORM: April 8, 6:30 PM, virtual meet ing 
a. Next  meet ing: bylaw review for new council 

i. Virtual meet ing for FINAL REVIEW 
ii. Please go over the bylaws ahead of  t ime and comment  with any 

suggest ions etc 
1. Please don’t  make changes direct ly in the document  

iii. All 2020 Steering Council members are required to at tend when it  
comes t ime to approving the new bylaws (by consensus if  possible) 

b. Current  version: 0.9 near-final draft  
c. Amendment s for 501(c)3 — to be  discussed and added at  a lat e r dat e  

B. Joe  Hisaishi Symphonic Concert : April 9, Benaroya Hall 
a. UPDATE: No more  t icke t s available , and cancelled due  t o COVID-19 :( 
b. Rescheduled for July 15-17, 2021 and will honor t icke t s bought  this year 

i. We have  another chance! 
c. Event  info here  

C. Sakura-Con — Volunt eers needed: April 10–12 (Fri–Sun), WA Stat e  Convent ion Cent er 
a. Event  has been cancelled due  t o COVID-19, all volunt eers have  been not ified. 

D. *JCCCW Tomodachi Gala: April 11 (Sat ) 
a. Postponed unt il October 31, 2020. 
b. Event  info here  
c. Has anyone  regist e red for t hat ? Maybe  Zung is volunt eering 

i. Denise  may also volunt eer, unsure  
d. Denise  will advert ise  it  in t he  upcoming newsle t t e r 

E. *Seat t le  Cherry Blossom Fest ival — Volunt eers needed: April 24–26 (Fri–Sun), Seat t le  
Cent er 

a. Event  info here  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A6CJIdzUC2eHKYBT_JmTqp_LgCMJVysohW6HcdYKRTY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.seattlesymphony.org/concerttickets/calendar/2019-2020/symphony/hisaishi-miyazaki
https://www.jcccw.org/nikkei-news/2020/3/9/notice-2020-tomodachi-gala-postponed-until-oct-25
http://cherryblossomfest.org/


i. Physical event  cance lled and volunt eers have  been not ified. 
ii. Sakura Mat suri organizers are  exploring alt e rnat ive  opt ions;however, 

t he  de t ails & logist ics are  unclear at  this t ime. Lynn will keep JETAA 
post ed. 

F. *Chinatown-Internat ional Dist rict  Spring Clean: April 25 (Sat ), 08:00–12:00, Chinatown-
ID 

a. Can anyone conf irm whether this has been cancelled? 
i. Maybe we could help with fundraising ef forts instead? 

b. More details will be released soon on their FB page 
c. Need to register a team by 4/8 — who wants to lead? 

i. Dawn will coordinate 
G. USJC Happy Hour: May 12th (TBC), 17:30–19:30, Opt imism Brewing 

a. March 10 event  postponed due to COVID-19, tentat ively rescheduled for 5/12 
H. JAS-JET-NET Karaoke: March 12th (Thu), 18:00–20:00, Rock Box 

a. JASSW cancelled/postponed in light  of  COVID-19 
i. Reschedule TBD 
ii. $5 per person, drink not  included 
iii. Will need to update Regist rat ion 

b. Conf irmed, paid for, cancelled, and refunded (Thank you, Cheryl!) 
I. *Tast ing Tea, and other stories: March 21st  (Sat ), 13:00–15:00, JCCCW Room 202 

a. Postponed due to COVID-19 
i. Reschedule TBD. At  JCCCW or BCA perhaps (see “e.”) 

b. Update regist rat ion, limited to 12 guests 
i. Current ly 3 regist rants, Adam is also interested 
ii. Regist rants have been emailed with news about  postponement , also 

added to the FB and website 
c. Set -up f rom 12:30 or so, late lunch/casual happy hour at  Humble Pie af ter? 
d. Tast ing 3 teas: green tea, oolong, pu’erh 
e. JCCCW this t ime, but  maybe we can t ry Bellevue Children’s Academy if  we do 

the event  again? 
i. From Lynn: Bellevue Children’s Academy (BCA) is interested in working 

together with PNWJETAA.   
ii. Contact  Yuka Shimizu to request  more details, prices, etc.  They do have 

int imate meet ing spaces which can easily accommodate 10-12 people 
(for tea event?) and larger spaces if  we ever want  to hold a larger event  
like Transit ions.  

iii. Also has f ree parking - quite plent iful.  If  anyone is interested in 
contact ing BCA let  Lynn know. 

J. Walk for Rice: Seward Park, June 20 - 30th Anniversary 
a. Regist rat ion opened on March 11 
b. Unclear whether this event  may be pushed later in the year or not .   

i. Lynn will keep JETAA posted and has  
1. lef t  a voicemail with organizers, st ill wait ing to hear back 

K. New JET Training: July 11 & 12 (tentat ive) (JAPAN FAIR CANCELLED)  

https://www.facebook.com/iheartID/
https://jassw.info/event-3721528
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFiXTOJ89-TlAbe4WPwqhPju5JPoCf7Y9OeQTBkeahNwYULA/viewform?usp=sf_link


a. Leads? 
b. Format  

i. Stay up t o dat e  with shelt e r-in-place  t imeline 
ii. Evaluat e  digit al  opt ions 

c. Incoming JET numbers! 
i. ALT - 47 (Regular departure), 3 (Early departure) 

ii. CIR - 4 
iii. Final numbers ye t  t o come 

1. Nice  messages coming in from short -list ers! 
d. COVID-19 Changes 

i. Document s and paperwork t imeline  pushed lat er 
1. Short -list , alt e rnat e  announcement s sent  - responses in May 
2. Evaluat ing digit al document  submission opt ions 

ii. Incoming JETs will have  lot s of quest ions 
1. Let  t he  consulat e  answer t hese  sort s of quest ions and keep an 

eye  out  for other comment ing alums 
2. The current  incoming JET experience  will be  diffe rent  from years 

past  and t he  consulat e  has t he  best  informat ion for them 
3. April early departures were  postponed 

iii. Current  JETs may also have  concerns 
1. Please  help forward concerns t o Maggie  t o forward t o CLAIR 

L. Bon Odori: July 18 & 19 - according to website this  event  is st ill scheduled. 
a. Rosie (Port land) and Danielle (BC) have expressed interest  in making this a 

summer t rifecta event  
M. Summer Picnic: August  22 (Sat ), Mercer Island (f inal year) 

a. Reserved and paid for by Cheryl and Adam 
b. Date was shared with Rosie (PDX) & Danielle (YVR) 

N. Japanese Conversat ion Table: Someday, Ongoing event , TBD 
a. Lynn, Gabriel, Adam, & Sam have discussed the possibilit y, may look into 

funding f rom Japan Foundat ion (through USJETAA) 
b. Gabriel as commit tee chair for conversat ion group — Sam will connect  with him 

about  it  somet ime 
O. JET Send-Off : Sept . 8 (Tues), SeaTac Airport  

a. Delayed departure for this year due to Olympics 
i. Will JETs st ill depart  in September? 

b. Recept ion tentat ively to be the day before (9/7) 
P. USJETAA Reunion: Sept . 25–27 (Fri–Sun), TBD (May be postponed) 

a. Sam is in contact  with Bahia about  event  status 
i. Virtual? Postpone? 

1. Financial limitat ions are a big concern 
ii. Jessica - likely that  USJETAA will st ill partner with us on Transit ions 

regardless of  reunion status - Great  news! 
iii. Yoko - Budget  f rom MOFA possible 

1. Contact  Yoko to inquire once we know more about  event  status 



b. Need to de t e rmine  a project  lead from PNW to liaise  with USJETAA’s planning 
commit t ee  

i. Responsibilit ies will mainly be  gathering volunt eers and leading groups 
of guest s (similar t o JASSW’s Grassroots Summit ) 

ii. Michelle , Dawn, Denise  are  int e rest ed 
1. Jeremy behind scenes 
2. Cheryl will be  involved in helping, but  NOT a PNWJETAA lead! 

iii. If we  do include  some career and include  Transit ions — Jessica & Lynn 
would also be  on board 

c. At  t his t ime, we’re  not  sure  how many volunt eers we’ll need, but  we  need t o 
t ap into the  local community t o ge t  involved 

i. Bahia is also looking at  ent icing perks t o offer volunt eers  
ii. Lunch & dinner during t he  conference  will be  provided t o volunt eers 

d. Bahia is also looking at  what  t o offe r paying USJETAA members 
i. Maybe have  diffe rent  membership t iers, paying members can ge t  a 

cert ain percent age  off of t he  conference  fee  
e . Also want ing t o encourage  other Japan-re lat ed organizat ions who are  in t he  

community t o at t end/support  
i. JASSW responded posit ively already 

f. Bahia (and Cheryl) will be  visit ing pot ent ial venues in Seat t le  
i. Bahia is visit ing 3 hot els and 1 convent ion cent er 
ii. Also met  with JASSW 
iii. Hoping for funding from the  Consulat e  — Bahia will meet  with Yoko-san 

soon to do a proper aisatsu 
g. Potent ial Schedule 

i. Friday: Casual dinner/recept ion 
ii. Saturday: “Conference”, most ly panel discussions, Japan relat ions, 

maybe George Takei… showcase the role of  JET alumni in US-Japan 
relat ions; followed by recept ion 

1. Career-related workshops could also be possible — could we 
wrap this in with Transit ions? 

iii. Sunday: family-f riendly, casual social act ivit y 
1. Could go to Mercer Island or Seward Park 
2. Greenlake is also an opt ion 
3. Seat t le Center 
4. Japanese American Heritage Walking Tour 
5. Beer t rolley (21+) 
6. Alki Beach — easily accessible by water taxi f rom Downtown 

h. Wrapping up some networking/career/professional development  into the 
reunion — Transit ions as part  of  it  

i. Speed mentoring 
ii. Bring in a specialist  for 1-on-1 career counselling 
iii. Jessica & Lynn will speak in more detail with Bahia at  the meet ing on 

Monday 



Q. PNWJETAA 30th Anniversary Gala: Lat e  2020 
a. Project  lead? — Sam, Devyn, Jeremy 

i. Lynn - JET 30 expert ise  
ii. Cheryl - connect  with other chapt ers (Monica want s t o come!) 
iii. Let ’s show off and make  it  a party! 

b. Virtual opt ions if necessary 
i. Anniversary week? 

1. Series of bit e -sized event s 
2. Happy Hour, e t c 
3. End week big, happy, excit ing 

c. Funding request ed from MOFA for venue  rental, otherwise  se lf-funded 
t hrough t icke t  sales 

i. Maybe combine  with bonenkai so we don’t  st re tch ourselves t oo t hin 
with event s at   the  end of t he  year? 

ii. Slight ly more  e levat ed and ce lebratory, but  not  too big a lift  
R. Potent ial Future  Event s 

a. Virtual Social Opt ions 
i. Virtual happy hour e t  
ii. Use Cheryl’s Zoom account  
iii. Use Devyn’s awesome ideas 

b. Karaoke  Club with Fukuoka Kenjinkai 
c. Seward Park Torii opening 
d. Escape  Room 
e . Mariners Game? (baseball)  
f. Seat t le  Reign FC Game? (women’s soccer) 
g. Tacoma Art  Museum visit  — Zoe  Donelle  
h. White-Water Raft ing 

 
Past  Event s  

A. March Happy Hour: March 6th (Fri), 19:30 onward, Tap House  Grill 
a. Co-sponsored by US JETAA (Thank you, Bahia!) 
b. Good turnout  (~15), several newer faces, even met  a JET alum by chance! 

i. Lynn got  t heir pictures and will find them for membership somehow 
c. Yoko-san and Shinori (previously at  CLAIR) also joined 
d. Very successful and fun, good t urnout  from council 
e . Branched out  t o non-Japanese  place  - gave  more  opt ions 

i. Something we can cont inue  in t he  future  
B. US JETAA Leadership Program: March 7th (Sat ), WeWork West lake  Tower 

a. Bahia led a great  workshop, visit ed Consulat e , visit ed pot ent ial USJETAA 
Reunion venues 

b. Laure l and Janice  called in 
c. Lynn brought  a t reasure  t rove  of hand sanit izer - t hank you! 
d. Workshop not es here  — Bahia also added her comments and not es 

i. Successful and product ive  day - good job everyone! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OBJ9s27NnPdMSQ5yN6UEBCQPDuHAYHf074sclaN_SSk/edit?usp=sharing


ii. Pictures coming t o Google  Drive  from Bahia t oo! 
iii. Maggie  and Yoko-san - cont act  Dawn for any access assist ance 

C. John McMillen f rom JETAA Rocky Mountain Visit ing: March 11th (Wed), 17:30–19:30, 
Cloudburst  Brewing 

a. Adam, Sam, Cheryl, and Pat  met  with John and Jojo (Friend of  JET who moved 
recent ly f rom Denver to Seat t le) 

D. JASSW at  Emerald City Comic Con — Volunteers needed: March 12-15 (Thu-Sun), WA 
Convent ion Center 

a. As of  3/6/2020 - ECCC has been postponed due to COVID-19 
E. Takarazuka: March 19th (Thu) 

a. Cancelled 
F. Council Handover Brunch: March 22nd (Sun), 11:00–14:00, Adam’s house! 

a. Had to go virtual due to COVID-19. Hopefully we can have brunch when we can 
see each other in person again. 

b. Zoom Happy Hour Group Handover - VIRTUAL BRUNCH! 
i. Debrief  Leadership Workshop 
ii. Sam will send out  doodle poll 

c. Did everyone get  a chance to meet? 
i. President  (Adam and Sam) - virtual brunch!  

1. Bank account  t ransit ion in process - see t reasurers notes 
ii. Vice President  (Michelle) - quiet  but  excellent  
iii. Treasurer (Zack and Jeremy) - able to meet  and  
iv. Secretary (Sam and Dawn) - went  well, good chat  
v. Social Coordinator (Dawn and Devyn) - went  well, good chat  
vi. Website Coordinator (Janice) 
vii. Newslet ter Coordinator (Denise) - st ill going st rong with newslet ter 
viii. Transit ions Coordinator (Jessica) 

d. Do we want /need headshots? 
 
 
Membership Update (Lynn) 

A. No new members have registered 
 

Transit ions/Jobs (Jessica & Lynn) 
A. See JET Reunion 
B. Please send jobs to t ransit ions@pnwjetaa.org & lynn@pnwjetaa.org 

 
PNWJETAA Inventory 

A. Adam: 
a. Vert ical & Horizontal banners 
b. Binders, folders, USBs 
c. Beverage condiments & cof fee 
d. Voice recorders 

https://www.emeraldcitycomiccon.com/About/A-Statement-From-Reedpop/
mailto:transitions@pnwjetaa.org
mailto:transitions@pnwjetaa.org
mailto:lynn@pnwjetaa.org


e. Thank you cards 
f. Computer 
g. Projector 
h. Sake  barrel & malle t s (one  malle t  on loan t o Jeremy) 
i. Event  booth box o’stuff — Adam will put  in a spare  luggage  
j. Mr. Coffee  coffee  maker 

B. Cheryl: 
a. Deep storage  for it ems used once  a year at  Cheryl’s st orage  unit  

C. Lynn: 
a. ASK ME But tons 
b. “old” PNWJETAA pins 
c. Newsle t t e r binder 
d. New JETs bye-bye  swag 

D. Michelle :  
a. More ASK ME But tons and “old” pins 
b. Brochures 
c. Holiday decorat ions 
d. Plast ic sign stand 
e. New cloth table cloths? (size? & total number?) 

E. Jeremy: 
a. Tablet  computer 

i. Square card readers (x2) 
b. One sake mallet  (on loan f rom Adam) 

F. Please update the inventory list  on the Dashboard! (spreadsheet  here) 
 
Tech and Website Update 

A. Shif t  to Zoom for meet ings? 
a. Cheryl is of fering account  access 
b. That  way we can all see each other’s lovely faces! 
c. Dawn, Sam, Cheryl will connect  to make this happen 

B. Copyright  check (Jeremy) 
a. Copyright  check is complete, now all that 's lef t  to do is the non-essent ial 

repairing of  old posts. 
C. New website is launched (Janice, Landon) 

a. Other updates 
i. Photos f rom other alumni (posted in newslet ter) 
ii. Embed the newslet ter archives into the website — possible? 

b. Logo needs to be put  online 
D. New Logo! (Michelle) 

a. Cont inued vot ing here via Google Forms — when should we close it? 
i. Going forward with color #4  
ii. Will work with Michelle to get  the rest  of  it  done 

b. Branding consistency 
i. Leads: Michelle, Lynn, Janice, Denise 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1d5r5rZHhKoUF1cIdRjOG0W3Wtit07CJ06hJVhBJoQL4/edit#gid=554158115
http://pnwjetaa.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAviNELfgwYElMn5WRZ7evtFvBV3vFcQMrAwRSCtsv4B3D1A/viewform


ii. Timeline? TBD 
1. Before  next  meet ing would be  ideal 
2. Pins and print ed t hings may t ake  longer 
3. Hard deadline  30th Aniv. Celebrat ion 

iii. Fonts - Michelle 
iv. Email signatures 
v. Updated PR materials 
vi. Enamel pins (see E below) - Lynn 
vii. Business cards 
viii. Newslet ter and website in sync with logo color scheme etc. 

1. Janice and Denise 
c. Mascot  st ill in the works 

E. 30th Anniversary Logo /  pins /  merch 
a. Requested funding f rom MoFA 
b. Pins - we  used a company called The Studio - https://www.thestudio.com/ 

i. We purchased 200 pins for $400 I believe it included the design & mold 
price, but these were 2017 prices. Over all the company was good but 
there might be other companies out there that can do better 

c. 30th Anniversary Special Edit ion pins — logo in gold 
d. 2021 is our best  guess for our 30th anniversary 

F. Membership dat abase  coding on hold (Adam) 
 
Newsle t t e r (Denise ) 

A. Not ices t o post  
a. See  Events above  for * 
b. Direct  folks t o t he  new websit e  
c. Share  COVID-19 Blurb? 

 
Misc. Final Business 

A. Mailing address - discuss during April 8 bylaw meet ing 
a. Current ly with JCCCW 

i. Possible  records of P.O. Box payment s with them 
ii. Seems like  t he  more  long-t e rm st able  opt ion 

iii. Opt ions for checking mail regularly? (Lynn, Maggie?) 
b. Move to t he  Consulat e  Office? 

i. Would need t o be  proposed t o Consulat e  
ii. Dependent  on st aff at  consulat e  

1. Staff changes may mean we have  t o move   
2. Could ge t  lost  in office  circulat ion 

B. Cheryl invit ed t o JASSW Board! 
a. Will keep us updat ed on whether she  joins 
b. Michelle  is on Board of Directors (PNWJETAA rep) unt il 2022  

i. Anyone  want  t o t ag-t eam and ge t  more  involved? 

https://www.thestudio.com/


c. Carolyn’s successor is Kat ie  (Volunt eer coordinator for Cherry Blossom 
Fest ival!) 

i. Either should have  more informat ion about  JASSW board and 
operat ions 

d. Great  opportunit y t o st ay connect ed and involved with local partner org. 
C. Adam is officially running for JETAA USA Count ry Rep! 

a. Watch Adam’s campaign ad if you haven’t  already!  
b. Planning t o work on t he  membership dat abase  syst em to implement  in all 

JETAA US chapt ers 
c. Spoile r: he  won 

D. Contact  Dat abase 
a. Proposed by Dawn 

i. Began in Social drive . Transfer ownership t o Secre t ary? 
b. Collect  and organize  all cont act s for PNWJETAA: organizat ions we already have  

re lat ionships with, individuals/orgs we want  t o connect , venues used in the  
past , e t c. 

i. Please  cont ribut e! This will funct ion best  as a living document  
c. Add cont act s made  during t he  JET Ski walking tour, also JCCCW, BCA (ask Lynn 

for cont act  info), JASSW, SKCSA, Seat t le -USJC, Consulat e  contact s… 
E. Need to est ablish the  following commit t ees for upcoming project s — Sam has some 

suggest ions for  who could be on each, but  you are free to volunteer or decline as is 
right  for you!  

a. Branding — including website, newslet ter, PR & print  materials, etc. (also, make 
sure we’re all using consistent  email signatures with our new logo) 

i. Sam puts forth Michelle, Lynn, Janice, and Denise,  
b. New JET Training — need 2 leads: one to manage presenters & content , 

another to manage communicat ion with JETs 
i. Sam will co-lead, puts forth Dawn 

c. USJETAA Reunion — at  least  2 leads to liaise with USJETAA, coordinate 
volunteers, possibly incorporate career development  (Transit ions) 

i. Michelle already volunteered, Sam also suggests Jessica & Lynn 
(especially if  Transit ions will be part  of  that  event ) 

d. 30th Anniversary Celebrat ion — at  least  2 leads; considering combining 30th 
with bonenkai, so that  we don’t  st retch ourselves thin 

i. Sam can help oversee, but  also puts forth Jeremy and Devyn 
 
Meet ing Adjourned: 8:06 
 
Next  Meet ing Date and Locat ion:  
May 7?, 2020  |  18:30–19:30  |  WeWork West lake Tower, 10A/12C Conference Room 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apT10er22hQ&fbclid=IwAR3SM1cXZgmtEtFHQ5MT5KCXc640J94QbsMFB2JCDE9_aaiBDKHAuuN4rKo
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